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almost every Templar in France was under lock and key in
royal prisons—only a few hundred managed to escape. Few
secrets have been so well kept, and the Templars appear to
have had no suspicion of the nature of the king's orders or
even that any orders at all had been issued concerning them.
Philip had built up an effective police force and had used it to
crush the Jews and the Lombards and to stop all opposition
to his will during the contest with Pope Bonifacej but this was
the triumph of his organisation. It was a remarkable
achievement to seize five thousand trained warriors in every
corner of France on the same day.
No Templar was too great, none too insignificant to be
spared. Jacques de Molay, a number of the other great
officers of the Order and sixty knights were arrested in the
Temple of Paris. The Grand Master believed himself to be
high in the confidence of Philip. He had acted as godfather
to one of the king's sons, Robert (thereby breaking the Rule
of the Order which forbade any brother to be a godfather),
and on the previous day he had been chosen as a pallbearer at
the funeral of the king's sister, Blanche, wife of the Count of
Valois. De Nogaret himself superintended the arrest of
de Molay and the other Templars in Paris, about one hundred
and forty in all. Accompanied by a strong body of men, he
forced the gates of the Temple and seized everyone within it.
None of the Templars either at Paris or any other centre
attempted to resist. They may have wished to show their
peaceable intentions by submitting to arrest, for, although
the attack was so sudden, it seems probable that some of the
preceptories could have put up a fight. The brethren may
have felt safe in their innocence, or thought that, whether
guilty or not, the Church would rally to their aid. If so,
they had miscalculated the power, the ingenuity, and the
unscrupulousness of Philip the Fair.

